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Understory, the title of the exhibition, refers to the layer of growth
beneath the taller trees in a forest. It is a place where relationships
become visible: young saplings wait patiently for conditions to
shift, moss and lichen settle where little else can grow, and
mycelium networks connect what appears separate.

For us, the title suggests looking beneath the surface towards the
conditions, relationships and everyday practices that shape the
complex challenges we face in contemporary society.

The exhibition introduces 13 projects that invite us to consider
how these issues emerge, how they are shaped, and how they
connect to everyday life.

Each project has evolved through sustained co-inquiry, beginning
by cultivating relationships with groups whose experiences are not
always recognised within dominant systems and narratives — with
cancer remission communities making theatre together, SEND
groups storying inclusive spaces, Kyoto residents building mutual
aid networks for uncertain futures, and London foragers drinking
tea on common land.

Together, the projects explore how relational design practices can
help us question, observe and engage with society.

Ana Flavia Fernandes / Ankita Dhal / Arabella Kemp / Ebranur Koksal / Gigi Wang
Guanying Chen / Haruka Takami / Kare Neil / Ku Yoshitomi / Lucas Ng

Miu Onoda / Shiru Zhong / Shynara Nygmetova / Valeriya Voronkina / Yaxin Zheng
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MA Global Collaborative Design Practice is a
double-degree master's course offered by
University of the Arts London (UAL) and Kyoto
Institute of Technology (KIT).

Based between London and Kyoto, the course
brings together students from diverse cultural
and disciplinary backgrounds to explore how
design can engage with questions ranging from
climate adaptation and community resilience to
health, inclusion, food systems and civic
participation.

Moving across different cultures, places and
forms of expertise, students develop their work
through research, dialogue and practice. Rather
than beginning with predetermined solutions,
the course encourages students to work
collaboratively with communities, organisations
and public institutions to better understand the
situations, relationships and systems that shape
contemporary social and environmental
questions.
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Instagram: @ual_ma_gcdp

Course Leader: Ryo Terui
rterui@kit.ac.jp
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